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CHAPTER VIL-COXTINUED,

Heo feit stiff and sore when he' arose next
morning, but he was on hand at the pelice
court, as were also Lyman Childer and
Hiram lngot, wheun the burglar was brought
in. “The latter, answering 1o the name of
Abraham Btone, put in a plea of not guilty
to the charge of house-breaking preferred
ngainst him, and was remanded for trial,
the judge fixing his bail at one thousand
dollars.

“In Hon of which you will be locksd up
until the time of your trial, which will take
place a woelk from to-day.  Deputy, remove
e prisoner,”

A well-known lawyer, of not too savory o
reputation, here came forward and ad-
dressed the judge:

“Youir honor, 1 am here to olfor ball for
the prisoner.”

must have goodd names,” szid his
rossly, but the man of law smiled
wely us he prodoced o plethoric pocket-

the collateral.

I!. St Hﬂ( & mo, uIN] we'll ‘1npﬁ that who-
ever is back of you talkes 81,000 worth of in-
terest in this fellow. My word for it, he'll
nevor show up again.”

Aund the event proved that his honor was
right. Long before the day of trial came
eround he was hunted in vaiu,for that #1,000
was identificd us wmong the cash stolen
from the express company on the uight our
slory opens.

CHAPTER VIIL
AN EVENING AT THE EVERLEIGNA,

Ax may besupposed, thers was a good deal
of excitement over the discovery of this
fact regarding the stoléa money,and the bold
use to which it had been put; and, strangely
cnough, one person who took 8 great inter-
©31 in the matter was Althea Everleigh.

She had reason for so doing, since two of
her friends were connected with that rob-
bery in different ways,

Miss Everlvigh rcad the papers, and
knew what all thoe world know of Lymun
Childer's loss, and the lowering cloud which
threatened Norris Borgman's fair fame—
for the papers had not beon slow to intimate
thut there had been reasons beyond those
given for his discharge by the oxpress
company.

The interest which she had always felt in
that friead of her childbood revived after
her party night, and wheo she saw him on
the sidewalk one day as she was taking her
afternoon drive, a week or so later, she
spoke te the souchman, who drew up close
to the curb, while she leaned ont and boeck-
oned to him.

“You have beon vory remiss, sir, in neg-
lecting to pay e o party eall, but it seems
that I may as well get ito the habit of for-
gving you. If you are not busy, let me
Zive vou a turn on the avenue. Now, don't
refuse, Norris, for 1 really want to talk to
you."

Ta refuse after that would have been un-
gracious; and besides, Norris folt that the
diversion of a drive in that ploasant com-
pany would really do him good.

For the lust weak he had been worried,
netthed and thoroughly perplexed. To have
one of those robbers safoly csught, and
then to let hitn go egain, was in itsclf
enough to vex him, and he was 1oss clear in
Lis mund after that gircumstance about
=ome things which he had settled for him-
seifl before,

He had convinesd himself that Hiram
Ingot was the purloiner of Lyman Childer’s
package- o package which the latter now
declared of compazatively no account—and
here wis one of the other party attempting
to commit a sccond robbery in Lyman
Childers honse. Had the frst attempt,
then, fallen short of its objoct! Was there
an understanding betweon the thioves
whose projects had scemed separate und
distinet!

In addition to the mental disquiet and the
bruises he ecarriad, he bad taken a cold
which confined him for sevaral days to his
lodgings, and he had growns morbid and
low spiritedd toa degreee quite unknown to
him usually.

Miss Everleigh's quick eves notieed the
difference, though she did not oponly re-
mark it.

“Pipa is much better, thank yon," she
answersd his guestion.  **1 think now that

it was more mental than physical trouble
with him. He iz not so fit for the worries
of business as he onee was, thorefore 1 um |

iTm o
deal of

giad to tell you that he is about tad
younger partner.  Ho has 8 gre;
cvontidence in Mr. Childer’s abi
says that young blood will put new energy
into the business, which hus been Haeging of
late,™

“Lyman Childer, do

“Yes, the present cas
into money lately,
Noreis, do von koo
that thu W Wik

you megn!™
He has come
* is puiting in.
avo just learned
drcadrully nwdal?  Pa-

its, and | own pocliet

| man’s lips. By the time Mrs. Bates got
back with the water Norris was showing
Agns of returning consciousuess: in o mo-
meent more he sotap.
"It'- the loss of blood, I'suppose,” Le sald, |

yeers since T heve had a \a.mt.on Iam in
no hurry 1o ¢ad this one.’

She understood, however, that he was
waiting for the breath of suspivion to pass
by.

That next evaning—would he ever forget
it!—was a happy breathing space between
the perplexitios of the past and the further
perplexitiea which the future was to bring.

Neither Lyman nor Carol had expected to
see him there. A frown darkened the brow
of the former: the rosy tinge deepened in
the latter's check

Carol noticed that he scemed thinner, and
thought he looked ii She was afraid he
would think they wers selfish, aever going
10 see how hie was after that dread ful night.
This between the fish and the fowl, and
Norris was repaid for more than a weelk's
suffering. Now, there Aad been such a

thought in his mind, but the last atom of |

resentment meited away under the glance
of those bright eyes.

Yet when the little ecompany returned to
the parlor, he found himself talkiag to
Althen, without making an attempt to
monopolize the lady of his love. It was
enough to watch her, to listen as she
chatted to Mr. Everleigh, free and foar-
leas and bright as a bird in springtime—
that happiest of sights, a young and lovely
girl to whom care and trouble are yet un-
known. !

“Do you think I am very siliy ! she aaked,
with o nair glance up at her elderly enter-
tainer. “Yousee, itis such a new sensa-
tion to me. I mever went out much before,
and indeed, I am more glad for Lyman than
myself-about the money, 1 mean—though
it may have turned my head a little, beeom-
ing independent so suddenly. And Lyman
suys it is not settled yer how much we are
worth. He takes it quietly enourh, but to
me it is like o fairy tale where the poople
live happily forever after.”

“You have made others happy—you and
vonr brother,”” said Mr. Ewverleigh, with
fecling. *“Heaven bless you, my child, for
your generous heart.”

“He will never do nny thing to thwart
Lymaun, § um sure,” thought she, and won-
dered thot her brother did oot take the
place by Althea’s side when Norris left it va-
caut; but there wore no more fefe-i-leles that
night. Some callers dropped in, to whom
Miss Everleizh introduecd her invited
guests; the conversation became gencral,
and at ten o'clock the Childers depurted.

Norris lingered but a fow moments longer,
and Althes went 1o the door with him, de-
taining him & moment to say:

“Come again—come often,
to.”

She had given him her hand ; with a swift
pressure, she withdrew it and disappeared,
leaving the young man a little startled at
her intensity. The next moment he smiled.
Miss Everleigh might be changing her
ways, but she was not rid of herold im-
periousness yet. That “I want you to" was
meaut to leave him no choice.

He had nearly reached his boarding-
place, and was crossing the mouth of a black
alley which opened into the wider street,
when two meén standing within it nudged
cach other with the whisper: “That's him!"
The next instant they hurled themselves
upon hun: his throat was seized by strong,
murderous fingers (hat choked the ory he
tried to utter, and a wicked, uplified blade
caughta gleam even in that darkness be
fore his starting, pain<dimmed cyes. He
threw up his arm, and it caught the de-
scanding blow; before it conld be repeated
there wus a sound of rapid steps, und a man
came running into the alley.

“Hello, what's this! Some mischief, 1'll
be bound! Hey, police! Here, polive!” and
he raised such an alarm that the two ruf-
fians abandoned their victim and took to
their heels, .

“What's the row! Bpeak, can’t you!
You'd have got the worst of that racket if
I hadn't happened along. Blest if 1don’t
think the cove has been plugged as itis.
Lit's see!™

The newcomer fumbled in his vest pocket
for matches and lit one, shading the fdame
with his hand. Norris leaned agammst the
wall, too weak and unnerved for the mo-
ment to either speak or move. The light
fiared up and traveled over him, dropped
and went ogt.  There was genuine dismay
in the voice which exclaimed:

“Hanged if it sin't Bergman!"

To the distempered imagination of the
young man it scemed ns if there were
disappointment in it also—as if Hiram In-
got would not bave been so ready to nter-
fere had he known the person he was res-
cuing.

I want you

CHAPTER IX.
GU3INESS AND PLEASURE,
“ Well, this is a pretty go! Secms to me
you have the luck of getting into serim-
mages. Hurt! Take my arm and I'll help
you home. I've just been there to make a
friendly callon you, but got tired waiting and
was commng away when I heard the rum-
pus. Blest if it don’t seem as if Providence
was seiting me to keep a sort of a watch
over you, s0 hang fast to vour guardian
angel, my boy—you're doing preity well—
and now, here we are!™
The police had not responded to the call
for them, and there was nothing for Norris
to do but to aceept the wid proffered him.
His lundlady opened the door, and started
back at secing his white face. She casta
quick, suspivious glance at his companion,
and uttercd o scream as Norms recled and
sunk into oue of the hall chairs, his head
fulling back.
“®top that and bring me some water,”
oridvred In sharply. He fumbled for his
¢ and put B to the

youang

im"’ “‘\ a0
is soak L

slecve . toth
SGot auy one th [ locior!

et Liss q sl to me that be is very muoch | ladys

embarassod,  but this will make him ell | Oh, you can :<.-J.-;nh.-n-'. Wi or.

right. 1 never conld have forgiven wnyself | Pl omanege to stop the bleed » wll
had failed or suy thing of that | he gets b

it Le

e ls pothing to ln Y qoursclf for,
Youd

. but 1 have i or7 extrovagont
ami \'r~r1 th Jesa,  1intend 1o mend iy

wavs from th l have set alwat
.1 ;l Comne und

g O, "l‘l.i tell me
what you !hln]' |"I' "n' -lrn"rt'“ ‘-!r Chil-

der and his sister am to be thore.

There wiss Poth bitter and sweet in hor
miormation for Narris. The barrier was
there bitween Carol and himself; here was
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his chance to sco bher again—s  chance
which be felt he cught to resist, ond yet
before he left Miss Everloigh, he had prom-
ised o be on hand on the morrow,

“Norris,” she said, at parting. “will you
let me ask the new firm to give you a piuce
in the bank! You look worrind, you are
brooding ovor some trouble, I am sure you
will be better at work."™*

“Not yet, thank you, Althea. It is two

| irew Bt tight, and @
| young mait up to Lis ro

| Four arm:

|

a lgnture gboye the wound,
fterward helped the

Ho appliog

thuu is
s well o
wonder l!\l

woere ablo o help
"

s'pos¢  yor
sourself o little, thoy

“Yes, it was aimed at my heart. They
meant to fnish me.”

“Pehaw, uow! What for, do you supposc?
Robbery !

*f do not Enow.
think., It was ceriainly uot
while if that was their object.”

“Well. don’t talk,” eautioned ]'wnt but
Norris was bent upon ascertaing
facts.  His ket-ook
wateh, an ine asive silver one, was safe
in his pocket:
pin missing.

“Were going regulariy through you when
1 Nidgitencd them off,” observed Ingot, at
this summing up. “Here is your doctor.
I'll' just wait for what be says, and then
tale myself off.””

He wus us good as his word. after render-
ing some assistance to the physician in
drossing the wound. Afterwanl, Norns
was given o composing draught and left in
the charge of Mrs. Bates, but some worry-
ing thought bhad come to keep sicep from
his eves.

“pid that
Butes ™

“Yes, sir. Two hours, quite. That Sally |
showed him up, and I never knowed it il |
he was going out. 1 just run up then to see

1 have not had time to
worth their

as all vour things was safe, not knowing |

what he might be, and it give me such a turn
to ace bim come in afterweard with you that
way."

*He was here in my room!™

“Yes, sir, which I told Sallr she nevar
oughter do, but he asked to come right up.
and some girls if that dumb. They're the |
worrit of one’s life, Mr. Bergman, that's
sora.”

What had Hiram Ingot been doing in hh
room for two hours, Norris wondered, as be

ou |

wis gone: his |

Lis accktio was torn and the |

gentleman wait long, Mra. |

I lay with his eyes closa=d. He could not zet
| over the impression that there wus some-
thing sinister hidden Leneath this would-be
friesdliness of thoe toolk-Gecper. He was
glad he had been carrying that fugitive
serap of paper in his poclket-book, which had
been stolen from him. He was willing to
bear his own loss, which was net great,
ratker than it should fall in the hands of
one whom he felt to be a secret encmy of
the Childers.

Ho was restless and foverish the next
dey, and though he rose and dressed with
the assistance of the chore-boy, hie was glnd
epough to take to alvunge, where he put in
two or three days of such misery as men
experience when  kept  indoors, without
| being =0 desperately ill us to take thelr
| thoughts from outdoor things.
| TUnele Amos came, determined 1o carry
him homs to the cottage, and was only de-
terred by the doctor’s declaration thut bhe
waus better off without a change.

As Noiris persisted that he was in no
need of nursing beyond the care he got
from Mrs. Bates, the elder Dergman came
and went daily uatil bis nephew began to
mend. There had been something on Uncle
Amos’ mind meanwhile, but now Le got it
off.

“Didn’t 1 say you would get on the right
track! Have you any more confidence now
in the [future I have marked out for you,
Norris! I don’t despair of secing you as
high as Pinkerton yet. This attack shows
that you have made progress, at any rute.”

“In wiat way, Uncle Amos!”

» “By making the rascals so afrzid of you
| that they're willing to run the risk of an
attempt to put you out of the way. Of
course, it was the express robbers who
made the assault on you. They know you're
cn their track: they have made up their

i
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“mow DO YOU DO, ME. BERGMANI

minds that you're a dangerous encmy, so
took that means of getting rid of you, but
ehey're not apt to try it over again, for they
know that this will put you on your guard.
You're not as keen as I think you if you
don’t follow this business up and makeita
step toward unraveling that mystory.™

His uncle's view of the case did not seem
wholly improbable to Norris after he had
turned it overin his mind. Though his part
in apprebending Abraham Stone had come
about through accident, it might seem to
the gangto have been the resuit of suc-
ceasful espionage. This would be probable
if there was collusion between them uand
Ingot. Norris was inclived to think that
the latter had played o part when he came
upon the scene with the polieman that
night; he had gone the length of imagining
that Ingot might have been Stone’s cowm-
panion, on the lookout for *“papers,'" while
the courser ruffian covercd his movementa
by stripping the house of its valuables.

Against this was the fact that there was
certainly no collusion between the mes
who had uttempted his life and the book-
keeper.

Thinking of it made his head ache, and
he turned his face to the wall, trying to put
the whole matter out ¢f his mind. He

into a dreanv-haunted sleep, in
which the murderous ruffan appearsd
wearing Lyman Childer's face. while Ingot
held back the arm with which he was try-
ing to strike,

A rustle of silken garments in the room
and the sound of wvoioss aroused him. He
started up to see Caro! Childor stand smil-
ing near him, while a fragrant rose which
had just dropped from her little gloved hand
lay upon his pillow.

*“How do you do, Mr. Bergman?'* she soid.
“You see we have takon vou by storm.™

Miss Everleigh was just behind her.

“] had sent the carriage to bring Caral to
pass the afternoon with me, when yeur
uncle called and told us of the accudent
which bad befallen you. I felt that I weuld
have to coma right off aud see your conti-
ticn for myscif. Are you roully batwr,
Norris! Don’t let us disturb you. Why,
what a high pulse you have,” taking iis
wrist between her duinty fingers.

“Then it must be through the pleasure of
secing you. for I assure you [ am not half
the invalid they try to make out. a'll be
around again in a day or twan,”

“You must keepuwuy from dark alleys
and avoid late walles,if it is only for my sake,
Norris. Remember, you are the only ap-
proach to a brother ] have ever had. 1 am
to0 selfish to lose you, since you appear to
have come at lust to the idea that you owe
| us something in the way of attontion and
panionship. T iastend to incrcase the
it I can,”

“*You are vory kind, Althon”

w1 intend to be kind 1o you.”™ said Althea,
with a gentle smild softening her hrilliant
be 1 then she bogun t
injury. Would the arm be Ut when the
| ent healed, and was it o fact that thoss ter-
| rible train robbors hud 1aken this plan to
| wreak thelr rovenge on him?
| Curol aud very little, but hor soft looks
| wrare full of compassing, and she gave him
l her haod as they were going away, hoping
| he would soon b well again. Althea turned
at the cl or fu" a Inst word

I:H bt lurm ﬂm

ryou I shall have
l--, ay with us for a woalt, e you wiil
urscif too soon.**

fare: sh 52
gutside made §
ment and unples

*Caral Childo:!
doing here!”

Before Carsl could answor, Xiss Ever
leigh steppet over the threshold.

“Your sisteris inno wayto blame for
ecoming, Mr. Childer. Ibrought her with
me. Good-bye, No rriﬂ." glancing back. i
will call again soon.”

“0Oh, 1am glad you have come tocall on
Mr. Pergman, I.}'r:.;:n." exciaimed Carol,
brightly. “It bas secmed so selfish in us
pever toask for him, after all he did for
| us. Youare going in, are you poi!™

“After I see you ladies to the carriage.”
Then, as Carol ran down the narrow stair-
way in advance: “Miss Everleigh, have 1
offended you!™

She gave him a quick glance and smile

“The cfense is forgiven if you have come
to make umonds.”"

Lyman Childer sunk his tectl into his
lip. Sho had observed his disiike for her
| friend and resented it. If bhe had come
| with the intention of calling upon Lk
man, he chnngad his mind. He stood untll
| the carriuge disappeared, thew, p:..m ig hia
| hat dm-n and torning his collar vp, he

ed rapidly away, turning into the e
| row streets which led toward the rives
He seemed in some doubt as to
i llj'i.'l which be found lumaeu. casiing
Einuces about him, ontil Za . ame to v
restaurant which bad a bar-room attached
This he entered, looking over the rocm
which ras half filled with a rough class of
| customers. He selected un empty table ot
the side, and seating himself gave an ender
| 88 a0 excuse for being there, apmrentiy,
for he did not touch the refreshmments that
wene hﬂu‘kl.

jT0 BE COSTISUED.]

nt -_.rpl iso in i
! Whaten carth are you

l.\im!.l.thia |

RATTL,ROAD TLANDS.

150,000 Acres in Ford, Hodgeman and
Gray Counties, Kansas.

L, T, PECK,

Eield Agest FREDERIKSEN & Co., Chicago, Ili.

Low Prices, Long Time, Low Rate of Interest.

50,000 Acres in Ia., 200,000 in Minn.

R. E. PERRYMAN,

H0USE AND SIGN PAINTER.

AND DEALRR IX

Plain and Decorative Paper Hangings.

With 30 Year’s Experience at my Busness,

I Think i can Cive Satisfaction to all who may
Favor me with Patronage.

LANGTON HARDWARE (0.

GENERAL STOCK OF HARDWARE,

ACRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

GARDEN AND FIELD SEEDS, GLASS, PAINTS, OILS,
WAGON-WOOD WORK AND BLACKSMITH IRON, PUMPS, ETC
AGENTS BAIN WAGON AND ECLIPSE WINDMILLS.

Cor. Chestnut St. and 2nd Ave, DOCGE CITT, =AS.

L.K.M°INTYRE

Dealer in

LUMBER AND HARDWARE

DOORS, SASH and WINDOWS,

LIME AND CEMENT,

TAR, - PLAIN, - CARPET - AND - WALL - PAPER;

Class, Paints and Olls.

YARDS ON BRIDGE STREET, north of railroad track, DODGE CITY, KANSAS,

Dodge City Agency.

Victor Bieyoles

AND TRICYCLES.
A great variety of the easiest and most
& dursble machines made.
' Dargains in Sccond-hand Machines.

ITARRY ASHCROFT, Agent.

—

JACK SINCLAIR,

BURSON, SHAW
& CO.

PIONEER

REAL ESTATE

Law and Loan Agency.

Fine Custom

TAILORING

I Carry a Cholce Line of the Finest Im-
ported Buitings and Cloths,

and an Elegant line
of Fine Trim-

mings.
FIRST-CLASS FIT.
WORE GUARANTEED

Marsh Building,
Corner 8rd Avenue and Chestout St

“ollections and Insurance Attended to.
FORD, - EANSAS,

Excelsior
LAUNDRY.

Collars, Fine Shirts and
Cuffs a Specialty.

Gentlemen's Clothes Renovated.

['wo Blocks West of Water Works, on
Maple Strees.

%. P. LATGOTOX, Prop.

DODGE CITY.

BRUMETELD,

PHOTOGRAPH -; GALLERY.

Corner First Avenue and Walnut Street.

MERCHANTS STATE BANK

DODCGE CITY, KANSAS.

CAPITAL STOCK, -~ ~  $80,000.00.

INTEREST PAID ON TIME DEPOSITS.

OEO. B. COX, President. THOS. L. McCARTY. Vice-President
CIIAS. 1. MARTIN, Caslicr.

DIRECTOIS.
Geo. B. Cox. F. T. M. Wenie. T. L. McCarty.
0. Marsh. H. L. Sitler. J. H Cmawford.
Chas. II. Martin. N. G. Collina. W. J. Fitzgerald

CORRESPONDENCE:—National Park Bank, New York. First National DBank,
Chicsgo. Citizens’ National Bank, Kansas City.

W. S. PAGAIN,

Real Estate. Bonds &nd Morfgages

Cheapest Money in Western Kansas, and
on Rest of Terms.

No Commission. No Second Mortga

Agent Tor Crawford’s 2nd and 3rd Additions.

Office Over R. M. Wright’s Store.
WITH SQUIRE MOFFET. DODGE CITY, KANSAS.

MOST D!REOT SAFEST, BEST AND MOS‘I‘ CONVENIENT
Means of intercommunication between all points in the States of KANSAS

and NEBRASKA.

This great system presents lhemutmpnbmaiu of Central
Lines in the United Sute!. tnu:hm? ﬂ'l ipal localities in KANSAS, NE-
BRASKA, ILLINOIS, IOWA, MISSO » MINNESOTA and DAKOTA.

THE CHICACO, KANSAS & NEBRASKA RAILWAY

oins the GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE AT KANSAS CITY AND ST.

OSEPH FOR CHICAGO and points EAST, md makes close connection with
all the leading Railway Lines for ST LOUIS an Kun EAST, SOUTH and
SOUTHEAST; and with the famous ALB-T L ROUTE to ST. PAUL,
HIHNEAPDLIS. and points in the NORTHWEST.

By means of its central .lhemb-umhl character of its construc-
tion, and its m cent Passenger Equi
ING CHAIR CARS, cent PUL
and ELEGANT DAY COACHES, THE CHICAGO. KANSAS & NEBRAS-

the
RAILWAY are:

s
Kassae City, loseph,

NEBRAS




